
The American Pageant Chapter 26 Reading Guide 

Vocabulary 

Reservation system 

Battle of the Little Bighorn 

Battle of Wounded Knee 

Dawes Severalty Act 

Mining industry 

Homestead Act 

Mechanization of agriculture 

Populists 

Pullman Strike 

Fourth party system 

Gold Standard Act 

 

Reading Questions 

1. Explain how the American treaties with the Plains Indians failed to take into account the Native American 

culture and led to corruption. 

2. In the section, “Receding Native Population,” be able to identify each of the major Indian chiefs, their tribe, and 

how the U.S. Government tries to subdue them. 

3. How were the buffalo significant to the Native Americans, and how did whites treat the buffalo? 

4. What is the purpose of A Century of Dishonor, written by Helen Hunt Jackson? 

5. Describe the Dawes Severalty Act (Dawes Act), and explain the different provisions of the act. 

6. Describe mining in the American West in the late 1800s.  How did mining change the lives of men and women? 

7. Explain the idea of the “Long Drive.”  (Look at the life of the cowboys and the significance of what they did.) 

8. Even though the Homestead Act offered 160 acres to families, how was this a “cruel hoax” as describe in the 

book? 

9. What problems did farmers face on the Great Plains, and how did they combat these problems? 

10. Who were the Sooners, and how did they get their name? 

11. Why is 1890 called a watershed year in American history? 

12. What is the safety-valve theory of the American West? 

13. How did mechanization change American agriculture? 

14. How did the declining price of farm goods between 1870-1890 affect the American farmer? 

15. In the section called “Unhappy Farmers,” what circumstances and factors are making the farmers unhappy? 

16. How did the National Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry (The Grange) under Oliver H. Kelley try to help 

farmers? 

17. Following the Grange, what were the major goals of the Farmers’ Alliance? 

18. What political party arises out of the Farmers’ Alliance?  Name some of the early members of the Populists and 

their ideas. 

19. What hurt the Populists in the South in the Election of 1892? 

20. Explain how events like Coxey’s Army and the Pullman Strike show growing discontent in the United States in 

the 1890s. 

21. What is the response of the American government to the Pullman Strike and Coxey’s Army? 

22. Who are the nominees for the Democrats, Republicans, and the Populists in the presidential election of 1896? 

23. What is the main idea of William Jennings Bryan’s “Cross of Gold” Speech? 

24. What are the major ideas for the Democrats and the Republicans in the Election of 1896? 

25. What is Mark Hanna’s influence on the Election of 1896? 



26. Who wins the Election of 1896, and how does it “herald the advent of a new era in American politics?” 

27. Explain the Dingley Tariff Bill and the Gold Standard Act of 1900, and explain how they are examples of the new 

Republican dominance in American politics. 

 


